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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the c r sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXi^ 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 3C 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply \- 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period a , 

communication, 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mallinr) 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 23-37 and 39-44 

4a) Of the above, claim (s) 
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1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have bee; 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States, 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Welch #4,783,1 14. 
Welch teaches a door having an inner door element made of an injected foam material. The 
boundary layers are taught by the inner and outer most surfaces and the central layer is taught by 
the foam material located between the iimer and outer most layers. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 24-37 and 39-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Welch #4,783,1 14 in view of Kidd #4,848,829. Welch teaches the invention as discussed in the 
Section 102 rejection above. Welch fails to disclose a elements being molded into the foamed 
material. Kidd teaches that it is generally known in the art to provide elements, such as cables, to 
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be molded into the foamed element of the door. Doing so provides a waterproof environment for 
the cables and any other element molded therein. For this reason, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of applicant's invention, to provide Welch with 
particular known door elements, such as cable holder, speakers and bushing, molded therein as 
taught by Kidd. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed February 12, 2002 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the prior art Welch fails to teach or suggest an internal element that 
is foam injected, not moulded foam. Welch, in fact, teaches an internal element made of foam 
material. The manner in which is was produced is not a basis for patentability in an apparatus 
claim. This is a product-by-process limitation which is given little patentable weight. 
Patentability of an apparatus claim is determined by the structure set forth, not the manner in 
which is was constructed (See M.P.E.P. Chapter 2100). 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Curtis Cohen whose telephone number is (703) 308-2106. 
The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 




C. Cohen 



May 2, 2002 



